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May 04, 2023 
 
 
Mr. VICENTE G. DEL ROSARIO, JR. 
President 
VIVA Entertainment, Inc. 
Philippine Stock Exchange Center 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
 
 
Dear Mr. Del Rosario: 
 
Greetings! 
 
On behalf of the Philippine Association of State Universities and Colleges (PASUC), the 
umbrella organization of the 114 State Universities and Colleges in the country, may 
I respectfully endorse the nationwide screening of the movie titled “THE BLIND 
SOLDIERS”, a film that depicts the lives of five young men from the Teduray tribe 
who were conscripted into the United States Armed Forces in the Far East (USAFFE) 
during the Second World War. 
 
Despite their lack of educational qualifications, these young men surpassed 
expectations and were later recognized for their bravery and patriotism. The 
undersigned view the movie, which is set in rural Mindanao, as an educational, cultural, 
and artistic piece. Therefore, PASUC extends its support. 
 
The screening of this film in all movie theatres nationwide is in line with the goals of 
the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) Memorandum Order (CMO) No. 01, 
series of 2019, also referred to as “INTEGRATION OF PEACE STUDIES/EDUCATION 
INTO THE RELEVANT HIGHER EDUCATION CURRICULA” and CMO No. 02, series of 
2019, also known as “INTEGRATION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES STUDIES/ 
EDUCATION INTO THE RELEVANT HIGHER EDUCATION CURRICULA”. 
 
There is a pressing need to enhance the awareness of Filipino students regarding the 
significance of peace in nation-building and to promote the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. We believe the film is highly educational and can serve as a valuable resource 
for reaction papers and movie reviews. As such, it is an effective medium to further 
promote the objectives of both CMO No. 01 and CMO No. 02, series of 2019. 
 
Although “The Blind Soldiers” is primarily credited to Hon. Dr. Ronald L. Adamat, 
CHED Commissioner, as its top biller, producer, and co-director, other notable actors 
such as Long Mejia, Soliman Cruz, Bong Cabrera, and Gary Lim, whom all portray the 
Teduray conscripts that underwent training and preparation to fight against the 
Japanese invaders as part of the USAFFE soldiers, will undoubtedly serve as a source 
of inspiration for our youth. 
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Moreover, Commissioner Adamat has successfully implemented the integration of 
peace studies/education and indigenous peoples' studies/education, recognizing that 
academic communities can promote these disciplines. This transformational effort can 
help shape the youth, who are the future of the country and the foundation of 
Philippine society, into becoming agents of peace. 
 
Therefore, the undersigned would like to extend our unwavering support to VIVA Films, 
the sole distributor of the film. We will actively encourage and invite members of our 
academic communities to watch "The Blind Soldiers" once it is released in movie 
theaters nationwide. We firmly believe that the film can provide an opportunity for 
students and stakeholders to generate reaction papers, reflection papers, term papers, 
literary critiques, and comments, particularly in the areas of peace and peace-building, 
as well as indigenous peoples' rights awareness. 
 
Given all of these considerations, we earnestly hope that "The Blind Soldiers" will 
be screened in all movie theaters as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you very much and more power. 
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Dr. TIRSO A. RONQUILLO, ASEAN Eng. 
National President, Philippine Association of State Universities and Colleges 
President, Batangas State University, The National Engineering University 
 
 


